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Agatha Christie was unquestionably one of the most prolific, as
well as 0ne of the most successful, mystery writers of all time. ln
addition to numerous short stories, she is the author of 84 novels
that have sold an estimated 350 million copies and have been
translated into 103 languages--16 more than Shakespeare's w0rks.
Her two supersleuths, the droll little mental wizard, Hercule Poirot,
and the observant elderly woman of Mary St. Mead, Jane Marple,
became s0 popular with her readers that they appeared in many of
her mysteries. Christie arranged that her two famous detectives
would not outlive her. Curtain, ? mystery in which Hercule Poirot is
killed at the same spot where his career began in 1920, and Sleeping
Murde1 a novel containing the demise of Miss Marple, were
published following her death in 1975. For her literary outpourings
she was made a Dame Commander of the British Empire in 1971 .
Her producer, Peter Saunders, convinced here that she should and
could write the courtroom drama that became "Witness for the
Prosecution." She recalls her preparation for the play in her
autobiog raphy:
I read quantities of the Famous Trials series; I asked
questions of solicitors as well as barristers; and f inally I
g0t interested, and suddenly felt I was enjoying myself.
'This is lovely--l am doing it--it's working--n0w, where
shall we get to next?' There is that priceless moment of
seeing the thing--not on the stage but in your mind's eye.
...1 saw the nervous, desperate young man in the dock, and
the enigmatic woman who came into the witness box to
give evidence not for her lover but for the Crown. lt is one
of the quickest pieces of writing that lhave done--l think it
only took me two or three weeks after my preparatory
read ing.
The play was first presented in London in 1953 with Patricia Jessel
as Romaine and ran for two years. lt opened in New York in
December 1954, and ran there for 644 performances, and was
awarded both the Antoinette Perry and the New York Critics Circle
Awards. The play also achieved notable successes in Los Angeles,
San Fr:ancisco and Chicago. A screen version of "Witness for the
Prosecution" was released in 1957 with Charles Laughton, Tyrone
Power, Marlene Dietrich and Elsa Lancaster playing the principal
ro les.
ln all, twelve of Christie's novels were turned into moti0n pictures
(including three different versions 0f "Ten Little lndians"),the most
recent being "Death on the Nile" and "Evil Under the Sun." Several
of her mysteries have also been adapted for television.
A London critic had this to say about Christie: "She is like a perfect
hostess serving hemlock at a cocktail party, carrying on as if
nothing had happened until the last guest clutches his throat in
agony and slumps shrieking to the floor. lt is the best and most
civilized approach to murder."
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ACT I
The Chambers of Sir Wilfrid Robarts, Q.C. in London.
Late afternoon, fall 1956.
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The Central Criminal Court, London--better known as the
0ld Bailey. Six weeks later. Morning.
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Our special thanks to Dr. Frederick Shulze, Mr. Jules, Wa!ker,
Dr. Dale Heath, the Taylor Book Store, the Upland United Methodist
Church, and Hahn's Little Colonial Shoppe, Hartford City, lndiana,
for their help in preparing for this show.
Part of the furniture has been loaned by Mr. Earl Everhart and may
be purchased at "The Attic", Hartford City, lndiana.
